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1.  PROPOSAL
The Proposal was to use a combination of a History Department Web Site, the Internet and the School’s email to conduct a unit of study on Investigating Australia’s Cultural Heritage.  

2.  OBJECTIVE

To demonstrate to students and staff that email and the Web can be used for educational purposes as well as administrative and social purposes.

3.  OUTCOMES

3.1  Establishment of History Department Web Site

This task was undertaken and completed during the term break between Terms 3 and 4 in 1998.  The Web Site was downloaded onto the Internet by Mr. S. Liseo.

3.2 Establishment of student email addresses 

This task was undertaken and completed for the cohort involved in the Pilot Study by Mr. S. Liseo in the term break between Terms 3 and 4 in 1998.

3.3 Use of the computers in the Library for this Pilot Study

Access to all the computers in the Library was guaranteed by the co-operation of the Library staff in booking the computers for all periods of this class in Term 4.  As well, access was available to use computers in one of the computer rooms when such a back up was needed.

3.4 Student Commitment

Student commitment to this Pilot Study was maintained throughout the period of the Study.  At no time was any intervention needed by staff to ensure the integrity of the Study was maintained.  

Those students who were not familiar with the use of the Internet and the Email system at the beginning of the Pilot Study acquired the knowledge and expertise necessary to complete this study and to use these facilities in other courses.  
3.5  Content Covered by the Pilot Study

The following areas of Australia’s Cultural Heritage were covered by this Pilot Study

Task 1 - Overview of Australia - Work Sheet

Task 2 - Symbols of Australia - Work Sheet

Task 3 - The Anzac Tradition - Work Sheet

Task 4 - Sport and Recreation - Work Sheet

Task 5 - Literature and Art - Work Sheet
4. REPORT

4.1  Student Work

All work was completed in time and in a satisfactory manner.  Some students, particularly those more familiar with the use of computers, took the opportunity to work on their presentations at home as well as at school using the Internet to send email copies of their work to me rather than only the Intranet.  Those students not familiar with the use of computers at the beginning of the course used only the School’s Intranet to communicate with me.

The students asked me not to copy their work for distribution believing that, as it was a Pilot Study and their first attempts at such work, it should not be copied.  All my copies of such work has now been destroyed both hard copies and computer file copies.

4.2  Student Surveys

All students were surveyed at the end of the Pilot Study and a copy of the Questionnaire and a Summary Report are attached – See Attachment One.

4.3 Assessment by the Co-ordinator

This Pilot Study was an effective learning tool and the Intranet and Internet email provided an effective form of communication between the teacher and the students.  However, it must also be said that students who were not familiar with computers and typing at any reasonable speed experienced some difficulties and had to be allowed extra time to complete their work.

This study was an effective learning tool as it led the students into Web Sites which they would not have otherwise investigated.  As a result of their reading and research many acquired knowledge of Australia beyond that required and have a new appreciation for this country.  It was also effective in that it increased the students’ confidence in learning to use the Web and computers for communication beyond that of social intercourse only.

The future establishment of other Departmental Web Sites should be encouraged even if only for the dissemination of Syllabi and Assessment Schedules.  It should be noted, however, that any Departmental Web Sites must be kept up to date to ensure that only the correct information is maintained on the site.  The History Department Web Site will be removed from the School’s Web Site until such time as this Pilot Study is considered complete.  Arrangements will be made with Mr. S. Liseo to carry out this task. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE SUMMARY RESULTS

PART ONE
	Q

N
	QUESTION
	S.

Agree
	Agree
	Don’t

Know
	Dis

agree
	S.Dis

agree

	1
	Covered relevant topics
	3
	5
	2
	
	

	2
	Good introduction to Internet research
	5
	4
	1
	
	

	3
	Good introduction to email
	3
	6
	1
	
	

	4
	Covered new skills
	1
	4
	3
	2
	

	5
	Sufficient variety of questions
	1
	4
	1
	4
	

	6
	Worksheets sufficient to complete work
	
	8
	1
	1
	

	7
	Enough time to complete tasks
	
	6
	2
	2
	

	8
	Feed back helpful to improve
	1
	6
	2
	2
	

	9
	Developed computer skills
	
	5
	2
	2
	

	10
	Enough opportunity to practise new skills
	
	5
	3
	1
	1

	11
	Enough opportunity to use the computers
	4
	5
	1
	
	1

	12
	Material easy to understand
	2
	7
	1
	
	

	13
	Teacher made me feel a valuable member of class
	1
	8
	
	
	

	14
	Teacher has a good working relationship with the students
	3
	7
	
	
	

	15
	Teacher able to help students with computing tasks
	2
	8
	
	
	

	16
	Teacher is approachable
	2
	7
	1
	
	

	17
	Teacher demonstrated how work was to be done
	2
	6
	2
	
	

	18
	Tasks allowed me to demonstrate the skills I had learned
	
	6
	3
	1
	

	19
	Extended my knowledge of Australian Identity
	2
	6
	2
	
	

	20
	Encouraged to draw on my own experiences with computers
	1
	5
	4
	
	

	21
	Changed my understanding of some areas of Australian History
	2
	5
	
	3
	

	22
	Can now apply the skills learned to other subjects
	
	8
	
	2
	

	23
	Tried to relate ideas I learnt to things I already knew about
	
	7
	2
	1
	

	24
	The workload was too heavy
	
	3
	2
	5
	

	25
	The teacher helped to make the topic interesting
	
	3
	7
	
	


PART TWO – OTHER QUESTIONS

The following are some comments from the Questionnaire in answer to Questions 26-30.

Question 26  What were the best aspects for you?

· Using the computers and email was easier than the usual pen and paper.  There was more information on the internet than in the books.

· The Pilot Study gave me some ideas of Australian History and gave me instructions for the use of the email and internet.

· Relaxing, using the computer is not a stressful thing, it’s interesting and could understand easily.

· The sports section and learning how to use email.

· The use of email made the Pilot Study more interesting.

Question 27  The goals of the Pilot Study were to familiarise the students with the use of the internet as a research tool and email as a communication tool using the study of the Australian Identity as the focus.  To what extent do you believe the course succeeded in these goals?

· I think that it succeeded a lot but the students with access to computers at home will be better than those who don’t so it isn’t completely fair.

· I think the course succeeded because it  is easy to use.  We sent the answer through email to one teacher.

· I didn’t know anything about the internet or email but the course helped me to get a better understanding.

· I believe we were taught valuable information about how to use the internet and email and we can now use these skills to do other research.

· The course did succeed in reaching these goals.  I found that by the end of the course I was able to use the email quite well and I had no problems with finding information on the internet.

Question 28  What improvement would you suggest to this study?

· More computers

· Nothing much.  Overall it was quite good.

· More interesting topics.  Like not having to read poems or stories because people lose interest if they have to read too much.

· Put more variety into the questions.  Go to sites with pictures.  Give a bit more time for the non-typers (sic).

· Typing the information you find on the internet straight into a word processor as this saves writing out the information, then typing it into email again.

· Make the number of websites containing the information greater to get different views of the topics and make students select the relevant information.

Question 29  What are your teacher’s strengths in teaching?

· Our teacher was willing to give help and show us how to do things easily.

· The teacher would explain things till I understood it.

· If I had a problem she would help.

· Gets along well with the class.   Knew how teenagers think, therefor has good communicating skills.

· The teacher knows a lot about how to use the internet and email – perhaps too much?  

· The teacher knows an extensive amount about the internet and how touse email and she was able to explain (how) to use it in a simple way.

· She pointed me in the right direction so that we could find the answer yet never did any of the work for us.

· Easily approachable, good to get along with, makes the topic fun.

Question 30  Please feel free to make any further comments

· I think the system would work well if there were enough computers for everyone in the class to use.

· This method should be put in most of the subjects.

· I feel that the course is ideal for anyone who has had no experience with the internet or email because for people who know how to use the internet and email the course can get a bit tiring.
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