WORKSHEET THREE

UNDERSTANDING AND USING SOURCES – HAN DYNASTY
WARNING!  Because most of the sources on this website are visual images, and are recently taken photographs, they should be thought of as being Secondary Sources for everyone but the photographer.

However, the purpose of putting the images onto the website is for you, as students, to see the original item without you actually going to China.  Therefore, for the questions which follow you may assume that the original item is in front of you and that, therefore, it is a primary source.
1. Answer the following questions using information from the Han People 
page.  Looking at the five pictures of peasant life from the Taiyuan and 
Kunming areas

(i) What does the first picture tell us about life in this village?

(ii) What does this picture NOT tell us about life in this village?

(iii) What do the next four tell us about farming methods in these villages?

(iv) How would we, as historians, find out more about life in these villages during the Han Period?

(v) How would we, as historians, find out more about life today in these villages?

(vi) How would we, as historians, work out whether much has changed or continued to be the same since the Han Period?

2. 
Answer the following questions using your own knowledge and  



information from the Han
Technology Page.  Looking at the pictures of 


Making Paper and the Seismograph

(i) How many steps were needed to make paper according to this poster?

(ii) Describe each step and explain its purpose.
(iii) In a paragraph explain the sort of paper you believe would be produced by such a method.  In your answer assess the type of paper produced and answer:  would it be strong or weak, expensive or cheap, readily available or rare?  Give reasons.

(iv) The seismograph shown in this picture is full size.  Many versions of this machine still exist today and it was still in use in the Forbidden City in Beijing in 1911 when the last empire in China was taken over by the Republic.

What does the existence and continued use of this machine suggest about the significance for China of knowing about earthquakes?  Why?

3. Look at the last five images on the Han Buildings Page. Complete the following exercises.
(i) On your own put the images into an order of importance based on No. 1 being the one which tells us the most about Han Buildings, down to No. 5 being the one which tells us the least. Write down reasons for your decisions.

(ii) With a partner discuss the order you and your partner have chosen and the reasons you have placed each into your own order.  If you do this exercise properly you should have a slightly different order.  Discuss your reasons for putting the buildings into your order and develop a new list you are both happy with.

(iii) Find another pair of students and discuss your lists and reasons until you develop a new list and reasons you are all happy with.

(iv) Discuss your findings as a class and come up with a list you are all happy with and explanations as to why that list is OK.

4. Using the images of the wheeled vehicles on the Han Artefacts page, and your own knowledge, complete the following task.
In an extended paragraph explain what advantages and disadvantages there were in developing four and six wheeled vehicles (wheelbarrows, carts and carriages).
In your answer make sure that you write about both the advantages and disadvantages for each of the three categories of vehicles.

You should develop a mind map of the task before you begin to write your answer clearly setting out both sides of the discussion for each vehicle type.
