WORKSHEET THREE

UNDERSTANDING AND USING SOURCES – QIN DYNASTY
WARNING!  Because most of the sources on this website are visual images, and are recently taken photographs, they should be thought of as being Secondary Sources for everyone but the photographer.  

However, the purpose of putting the images onto the website is for you, as students, to see the original item without you actually going to China.  Therefore, for the questions which follow you may assume that the original item is in front of you and that, therefore, it is a primary source.
Answer the following questions using information from the Qin People 
page.

1. Looking at the Peasants section and the three pictures of housing from the Gongyi and Zhengzhou areas answer the following questions

(i) What do these pictures tell us about housing in these villages?

(ii) What do these pictures NOT tell us about housing in these villages?

(iii) What do the last two images tell us about everyday life for the peasants?

(iv) How could we, as historians, find out more about life in these villages?

2. Looking at the Merchants section of the Qin People page.

This image is part of a diorama (a mock up or model) of life in the Qin period which is part of a display in one of the old yard houses in Pingyao.
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(i) What would historians have to take into account when “using” dioramas such as these to learn about the period of time being studied?

(ii) What is the purpose of building such displays?

(iii) How useful would such a diorama be for students trying to understand what the period was like?

(iv) How could we find out whether to believe the detail provided here or not?
3. Now turn to the Qin Technology Page.  Look at all the images on this pages.  Complete the following exercises.
(i) On your own, from this page choose THREE images which you think tell historians the most information about the people of the Qin Dynasty period.  Remember that you are being asked to think about everybody in the society not just one or two parts.  Write down reasons for your choice.

(ii) With a partner discuss the choices you have made and explain to each other why you have each made those choices.  Together, created a new list of three images which you can now agree are the images which tell historians the most information.
(iii) Find another pair of students and discuss your lists and reasons until you develop a new list and reasons you are all happy with.

(iv) Discuss your findings as a class and come up with a common list you are all happy with and explanations as to why that list is the best.

4. In an extended paragraph explain the advantages and disadvantages of carving whole books onto stone (steles). 
